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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Anthropology  350

PREHISTORIC INDIANS OF THE OHIO VALLEY

 Autumn  Quarter, 2006

Instructor                                               Office Hours
Class Hours
Dr. Richard W. Yerkes                      Tuesday and Thursday           Tuesday and Thursday: 1:30-3:18 PM

Office: 140 Lord Hall                         11:30 ASM -1:00 PM
               235 Lord Hall     

Phone: 292-1328 
 E-mail: yerkes.1@osu.edu                      124 West 17th Avenue          

COURSE SYLLABUS
Required Texts:  
1. Ohio Archaeology (2005), Bradley T. Lepper, Orange Frazer Press


2. Indian Mounds of the Middle Ohio Valley (2002), Woodward and McDonald 

                               Other REQUIRED readings available at OSU Libraries Electronic Reserves

Course Goals:
To examine the culture history of Native American groups who inhabited the Ohio Valley from the time of the last Ice Age until their contact with Europeans. We review the methods of archaeology and define the terms used to describe ancient societies (and their associated artifacts) and place them in chronological order. Early archaeological investigations in the Ohio Valley will be outlined. The Historic tribes of the region will be introduced. Then we will move back to the end of the last Ice Age and consider the hunter-gatherers who first settled the area. Next, we will examine the changes in settlement and subsistence patterns that led to the construction of burial mounds and earthworks by Adena and Hopewell societies. The shift to farming by Late Woodland Indians will be explored, and the evolution of complex societies will be outlined as we examine the fortified towns of Late Prehistoric groups. Finally we will see how tribes of the Ohio Valley fared in the early Historic period.

Class Format:
Lectures will introduce topics and summarize current research. Students are expected to discuss these topics in class. Artifacts, images, web pages and visits to various prehistoric sites in central Ohio will supplement the lectures and discussion.

Readings:
The texts contain material that serves as an introduction to the lectures and 

classroom discussions. Students must complete the assigned readings by the date listed on the course outline and be prepared to discuss them in class. 

Class Projects:
Each student will (1) define a series of archaeological terms, (2) complete a time-line and map of Ohio Valley prehistory, (3) present an oral and written portion of a group project on Native life ways in the Ohio Valley, and (4) write a summary report of a visit to a nearby prehistoric site. 


Grading:
Grades are based on the following:


- Midterm take-home exam score:
100 points


- Final take-home examination score:
100 points


- Definitions
  30 points


- Time-Line Assignment:
  30 points


- Native Life Group Project:
  60 points
 


- Site Visit Report:
  20 points


- Class Participation:
  35 points


TOTAL:
375 points
COURSE OUTLINE
PART I: Introduction
DATE
TOPIC AND ASSIGNED READINGS

21 Sept.(Thurs.) Introduction. Definitions, Time Line, Day in the Life, and Site Visit


                     assignments passed out.

26 Sept.(Tues.) (1)  The Goals, Methods, and Terminology of Archaeology.  


Read:  Introduction, pp. vi-xvii in Ohio Archaeology, and 


Electronic Reserve #1  An Archaeological Primer, by J. Chapman


Electronic Reserve #2  A Note on Nomenclature, by James L. Murphy 


Electronic Reserve #3  The development of American archaeology: a brief review, 



                                      by Stuart J. Fiedel 


(2) A Cultural History of the Ohio Valley.


Read: An Outline of the Prehistory of the Middle Ohio Valley pp. 7-14 in 


             Indian Mounds of the Middle Ohio Valley, and 


   Electronic Reserve #4 Cultural Overview, by R. Berle Clay and C. M. Niquette.


* Definitions assignment due 

28 Sept.(Thurs.) A History of Archaeology in the Ohio Valley.

Read: Early Accounts of Ohio’s Mounds, pp. 237-249 in Ohio Archaeology, and Mounds during the Historic Period, pp. 75-92 in Indian Mounds of the Middle Ohio Valley, and:  


Electronic Reserve #5 A History of Public Archaeology in Ohio, by P. Nick Kardulias.

3 Oct. (Tues.) 
Who were the Moundbuilders?


Read: 

Electronic Reserve #6 The Myth of the Moundbuilders by Kenneth L. Feder
 

5 Oct. (Thurs.) 
Native ways of life in the Ohio Valley. 


Read: 


Electronic Reserve #7 Great Lakes Indians upon Discovery: An Approximation... 


                                         by Ronald J. Mason


Electronic Reserve #8 La Salle Explores the Mississippi Valley, by Robert L. Hall 

DATE
TOPIC AND ASSIGNED READINGS

10 Oct.  (Tues.)
Conflict between Archaeologists and Native Americans - The Reburial Issue.


Read: Chapter 8, Legacies, pp. 251-269 in Ohio Archaeology, and:


Electronic Reserve #9 Battlefields and Burial Grounds by Roger C. Echo-Hawk 
  


   and Walter R. Echo-Hawk

12 Oct. (Thurs.)
Oral Presentations: Shawnee, Miami, Illinois
17 Oct. (Tues.)
Oral Presentations: Seneca, Wyandotte, Erie

19 Oct. (Thurs.)
Oral Presentations: Cherokee, Delaware, Natchez
PART II: The First Inhabitants of the Ohio Valley

24 Oct. (Tues.)
Who were the First Americans? 


Read: Chapter 1, The PaleoIndian Period, pp. 25-51, in Ohio Archaeology, and:

Electronic Reserve #10 Pennsylvania Pioneers, by Adovasio and Carlisle.



TAKE-HOME MIDTERM PASSED OUT 

26 Oct. (Thurs.)
Archaic Foragers of the Ohio Valley

Read: Chapter 2, The Archaic Period, pp. 53-77, in Ohio Archaeology. 
PART III: After the Ice Age

31 Oct. (Tues.)
(1) TAKE-HOME MIDTERM DUE.  Discussion of Midterm

(2) The Archaic-Woodland Transition. Read:


Electronic Reserve #11 The Woodland and Mississippian Traditions in the Prehistory


                                          of Midwestern North America, by Richard Yerkes 


Electronic Reserve #12 Woodland Traditions in the MidContinent, by Mark F. Seeman 
2 Nov. (Thurs.)
The Early Woodland Period and the Adena.


Read: Chapter 3, The Early Woodland Period, pp.79-107, in Ohio Archaeology.


Electronic Reserve #13 The Essential Features of Adena Ritual …, by R. Berle Clay

7 Nov. (Tues.)
The Early and Middle Woodland Problem. 


Read: Mound-Building Cultures.., pp. 15-74 in Indian Mounds of the Middle Ohio Valley,

Electronic Reserve #14 The Earth Reawakened…by R. L. Hall 

9 Nov. (Thurs.) The Hopewell Climax. 


 Read: Chapt. 4, The Middle Woodland Period, pp. 112-169, in Ohio Archaeology, and:

 Electronic Reserve #15 Hopewell: Prehistoric America’s Golden Age, by John Carlson.

DATE
TOPIC AND ASSIGNED READINGS

14 Nov. (Tues.)
Late Woodland 

 
Read: Ch. 5, The Late Woodland Period, pp.170-193, in Ohio Archaeology, and:


Electronic Reserve #16 The Social and Technological Roots of Late Woodland, 

                                             by David P. Braun.

PART IV: Village Life: Tribes and Chiefs

16 Nov.(Thurs.) The End of Prehistory. 


Read: Chapter 6, The Late Prehistoric Period, pp.195-227 in Ohio Archaeology, and:

Electronic Reserve #17 Late Prehistory of the Ohio Valley, by James B. Griffin. 


TAKE-HOME FINAL PASSED OUT

21 Nov. (Tues.)  Fort Ancient and the Mississippians 


Read:

Electronic Reserve #18 Astronomical Alignments in a Fort Ancient Settlement at the 


                                      Incinerator Site in Dayton, Ohio, by Heilman and Hoefer.


Electronic Reserve # 19 Slack Farm and the Caborn-Welborn People, by David Pollack, 


                                          Cheryl Ann Munson, and A. Gwynn Henderson.

23 Nov. (Thurs.) NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break

28 Nov. (Tues.)
Historic Tribes. 


Read:  Protohistory…, pp. 228-235 in Ohio Archaeology, and:


Electronic Reserve #20 History of the Ohio Valley, by William A. Hunter. 

30 Nov. (Thurs.)  SUMMARY

5 Dec. (Tues.) **FINAL TAKE-HOME EXAMINATION, TIME-LINE, AND 


FIELD TRIP REPORTS DUE IN MY OFFICE (140 Lord Hall) 


BY 4:00 PM


THIS MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMATS UPON REQUEST. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO THE INSTRUCTOR, AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES (ODS) AT 292-3307 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND CERTAINLY PRIOR TO THE FIRST EXAMINATION. 

Please Note: 
In case of unexpected instructor absences the information will be posted on the following departmental web site. This site should be consulted during inclement weather to check for possible class cancellations or delays. Do not call the department, check the web site:

        http://monkey.sbs.ohio‑state.edu/news.htm

Academic Misconduct: All students should become familiar with the rules governing alleged academic misconduct. All students should be familiar with what constitutes academic misconduct, especially as it pertains to plagiarism and test taking. Ignorance of the rules governing academic misconduct or ignorance of what constitutes academic misconduct is not an acceptable defense. Alleged cases of academic misconduct are referred to the proper university committees.


